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I. Anticipatory Set

a. Objective: W3Aa

i. Write effectively in various forms and types of writings

1. Compose a variety of texts

a. narrative, descriptive, expository or persuasive features

ii. The
 students will be able to complete a well-developed argument in the form of a research paper, employing the argumentative strategy of cause and effect. 

b. Teaching Resources and Technology: 

i. SmartBoard/WhiteBoard

ii. Harry Potter Cartoon

1. http://www.offthemarkcartoons.com/cartoons/2007-09-04.gif 

iii. Cause/Effect Graphic Organizer-Handout

iv. Stephen King’s “Why We Crave Horror Movies” Article-Handout

v. NAEP website: 

1. http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/detail.aspx?subject=long-term_trend_reading 

vi. YouTube Video Clip

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUU9CqrtFiU&feature=related 

c. Motivation: YouTube Video clip

d. Background and Prerequisite Knowledge Check: 

i. On Tuesday, we discussed some problem areas when writing sentences by editing some of our own.  What are some of those issues 
we talked about?

1. Commas: splices, attaching two complete sentences with a comma

2. Run-on sentences: attaching multiple sentences with no punctuation

3. Fragments: incomplete sentences

4. Subject-Verb Agreement: tense and plural/singular

All of these skills will be important, and expected as Mrs. Tubbs articulated last time (more than 2 mistakes=F), on the short writing assignment you’ll be doing at the end of the class. 

e. Vocabulary Development

i. Cause: Reasons for the occurrence of an event or a behavior

ii. Effect: The reactions, based on the causes (and its synonyms).

iii. Correlation: having any sort of mutual relationship

iv. Causation: the act of creating a reaction.

f. Differentiating Instruction: 

i. Enrichment: Allow to students who are wanting to have a little more practice to go to the computer lab and look at sample standardized testing questions from years passed to get a feel for what they will see on the tests. (NAEP Website)

ii. Special Learning Accommodations: Using the, “If this…, Then this…,” statements. If I bump into Kendi in the hallway and she falls into Alex, making him drop his books, did I cause Alex to drop his books? Or did Kendi? Students will be able to look at the cause and effect a little differently. 

II. Instructional Input: 

a. Today, we are going to be using a specific strategy of argumentation: cause and effect. While it’s an understood concept, because we all can tell when an event is caused by another, we may not recognize how it works within our language. For instance, why does the number always come before the adjective? Why can’t we say, “brown, three mice?” Because there is such a thing as “adjective order” in English. We do this naturally. Take a look at this cartoon in honor of the new Harry Potter movie coming out…Nov. 19! (Less than 10 days away)

i. http://www.offthemarkcartoons.com/cartoons/2007-09-04.gif 

ii. Sum up this cartoon in one sentence. (MID)

1. The productivity of the company decreased because of the release of the Harry Potter book.  (Start with the cartoon looking for buzz words, write “because” on the board)

2. Talk with your tables for a minute and come up with three other one sentence summaries of the cartoon, without using “because.” (Write down these answers on the board as well.) (Checking for Understanding)

3. Because, as, since, so, therefore, consequently, due to, for this reason, as a result …. Etc. 

4. A lot of times, the buzz word is simply a synonym of “effect,” such as “impact” as in the question, “How might the Gettysburg Address have impacted the Civil Rights movement?” This is still a question that requires using the skill of cause and effect. And these types of questions will be on your standardized tests, like the AP tests and college prep exams.  

a. Conclusion, end result, aftermath, repercussion, ramification, effectiveness, influence, etc…

b. You guys are going to need this information, because it is going to be on “those” tests, the ACT, the SAT. It will be in used in your argument/research papers and it will be used in life. We use cause and effect all the time in our arguments. “Mom, if I don’t go to the game, everyone will think I’m a complete dork.” Cause and Effect. Now that we’ve identified what cause and effect looks like, let’s practice…

c. Take a look at the Cause and Effect Graphic Organizer (Handout) MID

i. There are two organizational patterns

1. Effect on the top, why (Causes) underneath

2. Why (Causes) on the top, effects underneath

3. What are some of the reasons that it would be advantageous to do one versus the other? What instances might be better explained by having the causes and then the effects? What instances might the better explained by having the effect mentioned first, followed by all the causes for that event? Does it matter which one you choose? 

d. Correlation vs. Causation: I will caution you about one thing… 

i. Faulty Reasoning: to say that just because one event precedes another means that it was the cause. 

ii. Make sure your effects are logical. If you can not include, “This happens because of this,” then you may need to reconsider. 

III. Student Accountability: 

a. Checking for Understanding: 

i. Activities and questions throughout Instructional Input

b. Guided Practice: 

i. Look at the article I’ve given you by Stephen King. I will give you a moment to read the article (or I’ll read it aloud). 
Pay attention to which organizational pattern he uses. Could he have used the other? (Checking for Understanding)

ii. Using the graphic organizer, write down three of the reasons King states for Why We Crave Horror Movies? At the top, write out the effect that King starts with, in the next three boxes give three different causes King lists for that effect. In the bottom three boxes, write how you know that it is a cause. (Checking for Understanding)

c. Independent Practice: 

i. Now that you can identify cause and effect, using the buzz words we’ve talked about, as well as analyze the different organizational patterns of cause and effect, you are going to write your own cause and effect paragraph. 

ii. Here are your expectations. Write them down. 

1. 1 page, typed, double-spaced

2. Must include a clear, well-defined claim (thesis), requiring a cause and effect argument (Remember “should”)

3. Topic should be creative. (No abortion, gun-control, drugs, etc). Imagine a little deeper than that. You can use your research that you had on the National Geographic project, as long as it’s cause and effect.  It can even be personal. “I will do my homework, because…” But it must be professional. 

4. No grammar mistakes and use varied sentences (compound, semicolons, colons, etc). No boring paragraphs. 

d. Transfer and Application:


i. The students will write a research paper, employing the argumentative strategy of cause and effect. 

IV. Closure: 

a. Review with student participation: 

i. What are the two organizational patterns we examined for cause and effect? 

ii. Does it matter which one we choose to use? 

iii. Which one do you think is more helpful for your topic? Why? 

b. Anticipatory Set: 

i. Next class period, we’ll be considering other options of argumentative strategies to use in your papers. 

V. Self-evaluation and Reflection: 

a. Things that Worked? Why? 

Things that Didn’t Work? Why? Improvement? 

b. from "Why We Crave Horror Movies"* (1981)
by Stephen King


When we pay our four or five bucks and seat ourselves at tenth-row center in a theater showing a horror movie, we are daring the nightmare.

Why? Some of the reasons are simple and obvious. To show that we can, that we are not afraid, that we can ride this roller coaster. Which is not to say that a really good horror movie may not surprise a scream out of us at some point, the way we may scream when the roller coaster twists through a complete 360 or plows through a lake at the bottom of the drop. And horror movies, like roller coasters, have always been the special province of the young; by the time one turns 40 or 50, one’s appetite for double twists or 360-degree loops may be considerably depleted.

We also go to reestablish our feelings of essential normality; the horror movie is innately conservative, even reactionary. Freda Jackson as the horrible melting woman in Die, Monster, Die! confirms for us that no matter how far we may be removed from the beauty of a Robert Redford or a Diana Ross, we are still light-years from true ugliness.


And we go to have fun.


Ah, but this is where the ground starts to slope away, isn’t it? Because this is a very peculiar sort of fun, indeed. The fun comes from seeing others menaced--sometimes killed. One critic has suggested that if pro football has become the voyeur’s version of combat, then the horror film has become the modern version of the public lynching.


�Language Objective: Students will be able to 1) write a short paragraph utilizing cause and effect and 2) outline ideas/details within a given text using graphic organizers


�Review Vocabulary


�Make a PowerPoint slide or draw on the board and do together, as a class when they are finished. 


�Definitely read it aloud as they follow along. 


�Make changes or differentiation for those students who may only be able to write a single sentence. Shorter paragraph, same content. 





