Classroom Layout

Work space: The students will be seated at tables, rather than desks, because tables are more conducive to partner work. Whether we are working on language development or reading a novel, the tables will allow students to work together to complete tasks as well as practice English. Tables are also perfect for when I need to work with students in smaller groups. I will be able to join a table easily to answer questions or address specific and recurring problems I see with their work. 

Classroom Library: Here, students will be able to choose books that are in line with their reading level. I will include books that are in English, as well as their native language so they can work on their first language development as well as their English. Books are important for literacy growth, so students will be able to check out books and take them home, as long as they are returned in good condition. With this opportunity, they will be able to take the books home to read in their spare time, adding extra practice for their English learning. There will also be pillows and such for the students to snuggle up with during free-reading time. This time is important to me, because it gives students the opportunity to pick whatever book they want to read for fun, not for an assignment. Students can then see the fun in reading, rather than looking at it as if it’s exclusively a burden that comes with being at school. Being able to check books out and take them home helps with this also. 

Work Station: Here, students will be able to work in groups, other than their table mates, on classroom projects. I will be able to work with specific students, giving us time to address issues and roadblocks that may not be discussed at a table. A table that is separate from my desk allows teacher-student time to be held in a place that belongs to the whole class, not just the teacher. This way, students are not as intimidated by the meetings. 

Projector: Most likely, I will not have access to a screen, but if I could create my ideal classroom, it would be placed between the classroom library and the work station. This way, the projector is at the front of the room, where I can stand and see each student and they can see me. If I do not have a projector in my room whenever I get out into the field, this is where I would put the marker board or chalkboard. From here, I can also keep an eye on the library area, if students are sitting on the rug, as well as the work station. 


Word Walls: On the wall opposite the classroom there will be two word walls for students to add to as they feel they need to. I will do the same. We will talk about these words each week, using them in classroom discussions and student work. Here, the walls are within sight of every student, so if they need to reference for spelling or a reminder, they can. Underneath the word wall, there will be places for student work they’ve done with the words: illustrations, definitions, paraphrases, stories they’ve written, and so on. 

Supply Station: Next to the door will be a supply table with everything the students may need during the course of a day. I will have different kinds of paper: stationery, construction paper, notebook paper, printer paper, paper with space for illustration, and so on. There will also be staplers, pens, pencils, and a spot for students to turn in assignments for the day (including homework). Also, a few art supplies will be there for students to use. Colored pencils, markers, scissors, stickers, a picture dictionary and a traditional dictionary will be helpful for students when they are writing stories or illustrating for vocabulary sessions. This is placed in the back of the room, by my desk, so that while instruction is occurring, students can get up and get whatever they might need without disturbing the whole class. I can also keep an eye on the supplies as they are checked out and returned. 


My desk: My desk is at the back of the room, stuffed in a corner. It is out of the way so students do not have to walk around at constantly to get to what they need. I want students to be responsible for their own learning, without having to be told what to do all the time. I will circle around the room if students have any questions, but mostly I will be working with individuals and small groups, asking how they are doing with the work, how they’ve grown in specific areas, and what they may need more help with. I will have a computer in the room for students to use if they need to in order to work on the internet. Most the computer work students will be doing will probably not be in the classroom, unless I have a Projector with hookup capabilities to my computer, then the possibilities will grow substantially. 

Class Bulletin Board: On the wall next to my desk there will a weekly bulletin board that will include information such as lunch schedules, important school activities, the date, major assignments or projects that the students need to be thinking about, etc. I will include a little blip about myself and ask the students to do the same in order to use as decoration for this bulletin board. 


Storage: Next to this board I will have storage space. On these shelves will be textbooks, workbooks, student notebooks, tape recorders and players, CD players, and movies that we use as a class, and other kinds of media we need. 

